
Director’s Report 

For January 13, 2016 

 

Board of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services 

Play. Every Day. 

 

The mission of the Department of Parks and Recreation is to preserve our parks and open spaces and 

provide essential recreational programs and cultural services in a safe, professional and friendly 

manner. 

 

Projects  

 

1. Fountain 

a. Closed for season. 

 

2. Miscellaneous Projects 

a. Re-striping & Sealing of Parking Lots: Contractor sealed & stripped lots until they ran out 

of the seasonal materials. The remaining parking lot will be completed in spring with no 

increase in cost. No Change. 

b. Hantschel Park West Chain-link Fence Replacement - CDBG: Complete. 

c. Washington Park Bowl – West Light Repairs: Conduit installation complete. Waiting for 

bids for electrical repairs. 

d. Lincoln Park Baseball Lighting: All bid documents have been revised. Re-bidding this 

month.  Expect the new lights in place by April 30th. 

e. Softball Backstop Replacements – Complete. 

f. Park Sign Installations – Complete. 

 

3. Park Shelters 

a. Solbraa Shelter Renovation: Project on hold. 

 

4. Community Centers 

a. Bryant 

i. None. 

b. Chavez 

i. Bleacher Replacement – Small Gym: Bids accepted. Installation scheduled for 

mid-April. 

c. Humble 

i. None. 

d. King 

i. None. 

Tyler-Domer 

ii. None. 

 

5. Cemeteries: 

a. Mound & Graceland: 

i. CIMS Updates: Have been making numerous block by block revisions to verify 

100% accuracy for the conversion from the original blueprints to CAD drawings 

to support the CIMS upgrades - In Process. (No Change) 

ii. Crypt Repairs: Sole source vendor has been approved. Contract has been sent. 

Crypt repairs will begin January 2016. 

 

 

 



b. Mound:  

i. Section 5 Road Infill: Architect has been hired to layout plots. There are numerous 

documentation and approval protocols to follow. Completion is expected at the 

earliest May 2016. Preliminary layout is presently being reviewed by staff. No 

Change. 

 

c. Graceland: 

i. No Update. 

 

6. Golf Courses:   

a. Johnson: No Update. 

b. Washington: No Update. 

c. Shoop: No Update. 

 

7. Wustum:  

a. No Update. 

 

8. Zoo:   

a. Roof Replacement Feline/Primate Building: The roof consultant found some issues with 

the building masonry that must be resolved before the roof is replaced. Tom Eeg has 

requested this project be delayed until 2016. (No Change). 

 

9. Percentage of YTD: PFS Hours Charged to CIP as of December 31, 2015 = 82.9 

 

Parks 

1. Forestry Division: 

A. A total of 69 stumps were removed in December. 

B. Forestry responded to approximately 24 incidents relating to branches down or hanging as 

a result of wind/storm events. 

C. Forestry pruned 147 trees in December. (2,096 total pruned in 2015) 

D. Forestry removed 46 trees in December. (685 total removed in 2015) 

E. Forestry planted 934 trees in 2015. 

F. Forestry injected/treated 957 ash trees in 2015 to protect against emerald ash borer. 

G. City Forester conducted 716 tree inspections in 2015 per resident request. 

 

2. Parks Division: 

A. Started clearing brush from the fence line around DeKoven Woods along with inside the 

fence line.  This will take months to complete. 

B. Kept up with litter routes. 

C. Placed growth covers at Pershing Park soccer field to help the turf grow during the winter 

months.  Also placed growth covers at Horlick Football Field. 

D. Snow removal operations took place this month. 

 

Recreation  

1. Upcoming events and programs:  

A. The dates and titles for the outdoor movie series have been set and will be announced 

when confirmed with the motion picture distributer. 

B. Summer program flyers & registration forms are being updated for distribution. 

C. Youth Hoops Championship Weekend is scheduled for February 13 & 14 at Cesar Chavez 

Community Center. 

D. The Black History Youth Achievement Awards Program is scheduled for February 28, 2016 at 

Memorial Hall. 

E. The PRCS Bowling Fundraiser is scheduled Sunday, February 21 at The Lanes. 



F. PRCS is teaming up with Focus on Racine for a fundraiser in June.  The fundraiser will be a 

Rubber Ducky Derby that will be held at Island Park. 

 

2. Youth Activities: 

A. Over 50 middle and high school students participated in the Snow Flake 3 on 3 Basketball 

Tournament and Snow Flake Shoot Out that was held at the Cesar Chavez Community 

Center on December 30.   

B. The warm weather and lack of snow has postponed the start of the Snow Shark 

program.  The first trip now is scheduled for January 6th with make-up dates scheduled 

throughout January. 

 

3. Adult Activities: 

A. The 2016 softball season registration has begun. New this year will be a Tuesday/ Thursday 

Home Run 12” Men’s League. All games will be played at Bowl West. We are limiting this to 

six (6) teams per night. Registration information has been sent out to last year’s teams.     

B. Staff is updating all of the adult sport handbooks.   

C. Umpire class is scheduled for March 17, 22 and 24. 

D. The next sessions of the Balance and Beyond has been moved to Friday mornings in an 

attempt to attract more participants. 

E. Registrations for Pickle ball league on Monday evenings and a drop in round robin session 

for Wednesday evenings has been underway.  Play began January 4. 

 

4. Miscellaneous: 

A. Over 100 RUSD staff and students attended the December presentation of “The Muppet 

Christmas Carol” at the Chavez Center.  The next presentation is “Happy Feet” on January 

7. 

B. The Milwaukee Bucks continue to donate tickets through their charitable ticket 

program. The new ticket tracking system has been a useful resource. 

C. 2016 fees have been entered into Rec Trac.   

A. A total of 14 PRCS staff attended AED and CPR training on December 11 at the Fire 

Department training room. 

Community Centers  

1. King Center 

A. The annual community Christmas dinner was held on December 11 from 5:00pm-8:00pm. 

Participants were treated to a nice warm meal, Christmas songs and prize raffle. There was 

160 people that attended the event, and because of the generous donation we received 

most of the children did get a gift.  

B. On December 19, 2 groups distributed Christmas gifts to families in the area. Tri-Squad of 

Racine and Angel Tree out of Milwaukee distributed gifts to children of incarcerated 

parents. Each group had 10 families come in to pick up gifts. 

C. Thanks to ZMAC Transportation Solutions, 10 families were provided with Christmas food 

baskets that were distributed on December 21. 

D. Looking to do our first food distribution in either January or February; just waiting on Feeding 

America to lock in the date and time. 

 

2. Humble Park 

A. PRCS Youth Hoops continues to pack the gym with about 400 – 500 spectators each 

Saturday. Practices are ongoing Monday through Thursday until 7:00 pm.  

B. Started Tai Chi classes on Tuesdays from 12 to 1 pm. 

C. Senior clubs continue to use the center four (4) days a week. 

D. Zumba has 10 to 15 participants. 



E. Staff continues to sell Humble Park t-shirts and sweatshirts as a fundraiser. The sales are 

going good so far. 

 

3. Cesar Chavez  

A. Youth Hoops games and practices have being going well. Games are played Saturdays at 

all five community centers. 

B. Attended AED and CPR training on December 11 at the Fire Department training room. 

C. Movie was shown on December 10 in the big gym for the Racine Unified Special needs 

groups with over 100 in attendance. 

D. Youth pizza party was held December 23 in recognition of holidays and winter break. Over 

45 were in attendance 

E. Snowflake 3 on 3 Tournament was held on December 30 with prizes going to the first and 

second place teams. A total of 50 youth participated. 

F. Tile floors and the small gym floor were stripped and waxed the week of December 7.  The 

vendor was easy to work with and the floors look good. 

G. New bleachers for the small gym have been approved and bid accepted. Waiting to 

schedule installation. 

H. Senior programs include card clubs, pickle ball, volleyball, art group, scrabble group, 

dominos group, and Balance and Beyond program. All continue to grow in attendance. 

I. Foot Care Clinic will meet on January 27 and 28. 

 

4. Bryant  

A. Cynthia and I attended AED and CPR training on December 11 at the Fire Department 

training room. 

B. Attended the Community Foundation’s Round Table on A Better Community. We discussed 

the affairs of elementary and middle school students. Information on various programs from 

other organizations with hopes of collaboration making a better community for our youth. 

C. Food baskets were given to 25 needy families in our community through the assistance of 

ZMAC Transportation Solutions. The Dr. John Bryant Community Center of the Arts, Dr. MLK 

Community Center and Tyler Domer Community Center all distributed baskets. 

D. Approximately 80 people participated in the Christmas Party for our children and families 

registered in programs at the center. Children range from 4 to 11 years old put on a play 

called “The Gift” which was written by one of our parent volunteers. The Extreme All Stars 

Pom/Cheer Team also performed a Holiday song routine. There were plenty of gifts and 

food to go around. 

 

5. Tyler - Domer  

A. Had a Christmas party here for the youth who come to the center. Pizza, prizes and 

beverages were served. Approximately 75 children were in attendance. Various gifts were 

given. 

B. Distributed 5 food baskets to needy families from the community. 

C. PRCS Youth hoops have six (6) games scheduled each Saturday. Approximately 500 are in 

attendance. 

D. PRCS Youth Hoops practices are ongoing Monday through Friday from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. 

E. Registrations for Pickle ball league on Monday evenings and a drop in round robin session 

for Wednesday evenings has been underway.  Play began January 4. 

F. Our Cardio Kick boxing has 12 - 15 participants. 



G. Always using center:  quilters, ping pong players, weight lifters, special needs groups, 

Narcotics Anonymous. 

H. Youth for Christ is meeting each Wednesdays.  There are approximately 50 in attendance. 

I. Dance group meets 3 times a week with about 15 to 20 participants. 

J. Continue to work on the bowling fundraiser by seeking additional sponsorships and 

participants. 

K. The transitional group consisting of 10 to 15 youth from Park High School uses the center 

each Monday and Tuesday. 

L. Met with HR in regards to the hiring process of summer employees.   

 


