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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) and the City of Racine are 
proposing to reconstruct Northwestern Avenue, from Memorial Drive to Golf Avenue.  
The project will include new pavement marking, new signs, sidewalk replacement, ADA-
compliant curb ramps, roundabout, streetscape, and landscaping. Sidewalk 
replacement is limited to the areas impacted by proposed roadway improvement. A 
roundabout would be considered at the Spring Street and West High/Albert Street 
intersections.  Streetscape features such as benches, trash receptacles, landscaping, 
and decorative lighting would be proposed for the east half (W. High Street to Spring 
Street) of the project. Minor driveway changes are anticipated. Right-of-way acquisition 
is anticipated within the vicinity of the intersections. The design work on the project is 
scheduled to be completed by the May of 2014. 

 

As a part of the planning for this project, the second Public Information Meeting was 
held on May 23, 2012 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at John Paul II Academy Klas Hall 
(school gym), 2023 Northwestern Avenue, Racine.  The meeting was conducted in an 
informal, open house format to allow for dialogue and individual questions and 
comments. WisDOT, City of Racine, and consultant representatives were available to 
discuss the proposed project and address questions or concerns. 
 

1.1 Location Map 
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A total of 28 people attended the meeting, including agency and consultant 
representatives. Sign-in sheets from the meeting are included in Appendix B. Meeting 
materials and handouts are found in Appendix C. 

 
 
2.0 PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING NOTIFICATION 
A variety of techniques were implemented to notify the public and agencies about the 
Public Information Meeting.  A letter was sent to property owners in the project vicinity 
(see Appendix A).  Information was also announced through local government 
coordination and media notification. All notification materials invited the public and 
agencies to attend the public information meetings and provided information regarding 
the purpose of the project; the limits of the proposed improvements; the location, date, 
and time of the meeting; and contact information. 
 

2.1 Media notification 
A news release was distributed to several media outlets to serve as notices to 
the general public about the meetings.  

 
 
3.0 PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
 
3.1 Issues, concerns, and opportunities 
 
Public meeting attendees were encouraged to provide input both during and after the 
meetings via comment sheets, meeting question and answer sessions, and phone and 
e-mail input.  
 
In general, questions and comments focused on project engineering, the timeframe and 
schedule for the planning and construction; pedestrian and traffic safety;  traffic 
interchange locations; roundabouts; and requests for more detailed information on the 
potential alignment alternatives and design details.  

 
3.2. May 23, 2012 Public Information Meeting questions/comments and responses. 
 
 

Issue Question/Comment Response 
Engineering               
-- Design 
Alternatives 
 

Car shop owner (Mr. Peterson) on the southern side of the 
Spring/Northwestern intersection would like to get a pdf 
showing measurements to his building from the proposed 
sidewalk.  He would also like to see us take/remove the house 
across the street instead of allowing a driveway into the 
roundabout. 
 
One attendee requested that no tree be placed on utility 
laterals and expressed concern over tree roots penetrating 
storm and sanitary utility lines.  

Strand will send Mr. Peterson exhibits 
showing measurements to his building 
from the proposed sidewalk. Removing 
the house will be discussed with the 
project design group. 
 
 
Low growing less intrusive tree types 
have been selected for this corridor.  
The trees have also been placed to 
avoid existing utility laterals. 
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Engineering  
--Traffic 

 

 
A few individuals stated they thought that two lanes of travel in 
both direction would be more beneficial than providing a two-
lane with parking and bike accommodation. 

 
A total of four lanes of traffic along this 
corridor are not required for the future 
traffic projection on this corridor.  
Reducing the driving lanes to one in 
each direction provides parking and bike 
accommodation along with improved 
corridor safety. 

Engineering 
--Access 

 

Some attendees suggested studying how the road construction 
will affect the fire department access, both permanently and 
during construction. 
 
Mr. Sturino (Owner of Sturino Funeral Home @ Golf and 
Northwestern Ave) expressed concern over driveway closure. 

The project team will coordinate future 
and construction access with the fire 
department. 
 
Mr. Sturino’s access will be reviewed by 
the project team. 

 
General 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One lady said that “Northwestern” begins at Albert, it’s State 
street prior to that. 
 
Property owner on Carlisle notified design team that the parked 
vehicles are prone to hit-and-run damage near intersection of 
Carlisle and Prospect due to vehicle turning the corner from 
Northwestern Ave at excessive speeds.  

Correct street naming will be 
incorporated into the project plans. 
 
Proposed improvements at this 
intersection should resolve the 
frequency of parked car crashes at this 
location.  

Roundabouts A woman who worked for  one of the schools in the area as a 
crossing guard is stationed at the intersection of W. High Street 
and State Street, stated that there is a lot of children movement 
in the area.  She was worried that the roundabout would pose 
problems to children crossing safely. Either by the children not 
knowing where it would be safe to cross or how she would be 
able to stop traffic safely to get them across.  

Pedestrians at this roundabout location 
will need to cross one direction of traffic 
at a time; the roadway section will be 
reduced to two lanes instead of four 
improving safety.  Drivers will need to 
yield to pedestrians as required by law.  
A crossing guard could still control 
traffic at this location as is done today. 

Information 
requests 

Number of attendees inquired about the project’s impact on 
personal city assessments.  

An utility company attendee requested verification that the 
[Silva Cell] modular concrete supports are compatible with 
existing utilities under sidewalks. The individual expressed 
concern that the Silva Cells would interfere with future utility 
construction.  

Chis Geiger (Astar Capital Management, Inc., manages Lincoln 
School Apartment) requested for paramics and roundabout 
video.   
 

The City will not be assessing for any of 
the current proposed project 
improvements. 
 
The project team will work with the 
existing utilities on the Silva Cell 
implementation. 
 
 
The paramics video and roundabout 
video will be sent to Chris Geiger 

 
 

 
3.3   Written comments. 
 
Comment forms were distributed to meeting attendees at the Public Information 
Meeting. Each comment form provided room for general comments.  Meeting attendees 
were encouraged to complete and submit these forms to the WisDOT Project Manager 
by June 6, 2012. Written comments received to date are summarized in Appendix D  
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APPENDIX A – Invitation Letter  
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APPENDIX B – Sign In Sheets 
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APPENDIX C – Meeting Handouts 
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APPENDIX D– Written Comments 
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